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28 February
RSInteract

I had a good kime at the PASS European conference last week - had a Few
drinks, met a lot of people, and learnt a lot too, One of the sponsors of the
event was a new company who have a product for Reporting Services that I
hadn't heard af;

hikkpe [ s, rsinkeract .. comy

What their product does is offer a user-friendly wayw of creating Reporting
Services reports, Ak this point wou're probably saving, hold on - isn't that what
Report Builder does? Well, ves, and even though in their marketing materials
they go ko great lengths ko say that they aren't competing with Report Builder
{a great example of the 'big lie' theory applied) anvone with half a brain can
see that they are, Which, of course, might be a big problem if Report Builder
didn't suck. .. well, mavbe that's harsh, but I've yet to meet anyone who
ackually likes it, Its big problem is its confusing UL, which is in turn linked to RB's
ability to create queries which span multiple kables - it's nok easy to convey
table relationships, which fields it makes sense ko display next to each other
etc, Bob S0L Reporting Services blog has some good dekail on this:

htkp: [ fblogs. msdn, comybobmeyersfdefaulk, aspx

Hawing seen some demos of it - although not ackually used it - RSInkeract has
a slick 834~y UI, quite smart-looking and clear, so I'd put it that down inits
Favour, It achieves this through not being arewhere near as ambitious as
Report Builder - wou can only write reports which are based on one table, view
or stored procedure as I understand ik, ©Onone hand this is quite limiking, and
it does push wark back to the IT guys to make sure all the daka wou want is
available in that table/view/sp, but if vou genuinely do want a toal that non-
technical users can use then I think that's a necessary sacrifice because it
removes a lok of complexity,

ione downer, at leask From my poink of wiew, is that T understand that their
Analysis Services suppork isn't ready ek, although it's coming soon. Owverall
thiough, definitely worth checking out,
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It is possible bo join tables using R.Sinkeract so you're
nok restricked ko just the one when building a report,
However we would agree that this is not something
a business user would bypically do - betker ko gek IT
ko worlk this out First in most cases. More importanthy
it is possible to produce "mixed” reports that draw
on different data sources - so one section of an
RSinteract report can be From a table or wiew and
another from a skored procedure or 30L skatement,
For example. The end user interface is the same For
all so it doesn't get koo confusing For the business
UsEer,

Analysis services suppart an ks way....... will keep
woll posted,
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Configuring and Connecting Analysis Services 2005
Webcast

I still haven't watched last week's Excel 12 videao, and now there's another
webcast on ‘configuring and connecting' 432005 I need ko watch too:

hitkpe e, mhicrosoft, com) events/EventDetails, aspx?
CMTYSvcSource=M3COMMedia®Params="%:eCMTYDataSvcParams%:Se%:
Tearg+Mamets3d3%22ID%2 2+ alue e 3d%2 20B82 T A2 - 2BC3-4637 -86E9-
SERCCA4DET TR 2% f ¥ Se e Tearg+hame % 3% 2 2Provider ID s
22+Valueti3d%2222410041-5430-4EDD-8B25-D25ACEASZ 169922 S F s
Se%: Fearg+Mamet:3d%22lang %22+ alue Y 3d ¥ 2 2en e 22 % 2 F e 5e %
Tearg+hamets3d%22or 22+ alue e 33 22U %2 2% 2P Se e TesP arams s
Se%:Te%2fsParams%: e % Fe % 2FCMTYDatasvcPar ams .5e
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21 February
Excel 12 Bl Video on Channel ©

Ewen though I'm sure many of wou subscribe bo the Excel 12 blog (a
masterclass in how to disseminate technical information in a product's beta
phase - other product teams in M3 would do well to Follav its example) T
thought I'd relay the news that a new Excel 12 BI video is available on
Channel 9:

htkp: [/ fchannel2. msdn. com) showposk, aspx?postid=164396

I"ve nok watched it wek but it should be interesting. I also noticed today that a
whaole bunch of introductory BI videos are available here:

hikkpe: | fenea, microsaft, com)'sglfsolutions fbifvideaos, mspex

Again, I've only Fast Forwarded one or bwo of these so I can't cormment, buk
ther're worth a look For the creepy Female android voice-over alone. Ik made
me think of 2001 and what a conversation with speech-enabled BI

syskem might be like:

Fhnow Fre made some very poor Gecmions recentil, dut T oan give o my
fompiafe arrurance fhar my wioek il B back fo normal Mee g6 gof fhe
graafest anfhusiasm and confidanca i e missian. And Fwané fo halp o,
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Microstrategy Can Now Generate MDX

I saw this announcement a while ago and somehow didn't blog about i, but it's
an important one: Microskrategy can now generate MDy as well as 0L, and
this means it can conneck ko OLAP servers such as Analysis Services and
Esshase (at least those were the only ones mentioned - what about okher
platforms that support MDE? T wonder iF thes'we been tested), See the press
release here:

hikkpe [ s, microstrakegy, comfnews)pr_syskem)press_release, asp?
chry=1672id=12728CID=2435a

This can only be a good thing for the MOy language and #MLA as a skandard,
although From Microskrateqy's poink of view it's probably inkended ko
encourage shops with a mixkure of OLAP tools in place using anvthing other
than Microstrateqy (such as Cffice 12, perhaps™) as the client tool For all of
them,
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MDX Solutions Sample Chapter

You can now download chapter one of the second edition of MO

Solutions' {which I'm a co-author of), along with the table of contents and the
index, here:

Rtk ) e il com)iles COaWiley Tikle fproduckCd-04 71 748080, html

The book itself is corming wery soon - place wour order now! Although there are
several other good Analysis Services 2005 books ouk khere now, this is the
only one which covers the new MDy features and Functions in depth.

UPDATE: the sample chapter has been changed to chapker 6, which is rather
more meaky in terms of content, And I believe that the boak is now published!
Gearge at least has a copy, and I guess Il be getting one soon. Hurrah!
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